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FPIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


(From the Deseret News. ) 
The Annual Conference of the Prayer by President Joseph F. 
Church of J of Smith. 
convened in the rnacle. The choir sang, 
alt City, on Sunday, April dwellest 
10 o'clock a m., as — 


the First Presidency. 

Presiden ohn Taylor 
Cannon, and Jos. F. Smith. te. 

Of the Twelve—Wilford Woodruff, 
Snow, 
Francis M. Lyman and John H. 
Counselor D. H. Wells. 

Patriarch — John Smith. 

of * h 

0 orace redge, 

Van Cott and W. W. Taylor. 

Of the Bishopric—Edward Hunter 

Leonard W. and Robert T. 


urton. 
Besides Presidents of Stakes, Bish- 
and other leading men from nearly 
the Stakes of Zioa. 
called to order by Pre- 
sident John Taylor. | 


Frank 
Smith: 


Choir sang, | 
All praise to our rédeeming Lord, 


President John Taylor: We have 
met this morning to attend to the 
duties and the responsibilities which 
devolve upon us at our Annual Con- 
ference. We thought that we would 
change the programme a little as re- 
gards time; and as it is the spring 
season of the year, when men are 
generally engaged with their labor, 
we thought by commencing our Con- 
ference —— it would give men an 


opportunity of being present without 
losing a 8 labor in their fields. 
We have this morning a delightful 


time, very pleasant weather, and 
everything favorable for our assem- 
bling together. d whilst we are 
thus assembled, it is proper that we, 
as Saints of the. Most igh God, 
— to have our hearts and feelings 
under the direction and inspiration of 
the Almighty, that we may seek for 
the good Spirit of the Lard to be with 


Jus, to guide us and to direct us in all 
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of our teachings, in all of our business 
transactions, in all of our counselling, 
and in the various duties and responsi- 
bilities which devolve upon us to 
attend to on this occasion. 

This is the 51st anniversary of the 
organization of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints—or it will 
be next Wednesday’ morning—and 
when we reflect upon the circum- 
stances with which we have been 
surrounded from that time until the 
— 2 we certainly must feel that 
we have cause to rejoice and to be 
grateful to the God of Israel for the 
many mercies and blessings which 
He has manifested toward us, and for 
His protecting care which has been 
over us in the midst of opposition, 
in the midst of calumny, and in the 
midstof reproach, having been assailed 


all the time by enemies to God and tu. 


His truth, the Lord has preserved us, 
and we will give to God the glory. 
And irrespective of the feelings aud 
ideas und theories of men, we feel to 
rejoice and praise God our heavenly 
Father from the bottom of our hearts 
for the kindness and mercy which He 
has vouchsafed unto us; and what- 
ever may be the feelings of man to- 
ward us, our feelings are—glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth 
peace and goodwill to men, even to 
all who love the truth everywhere, 


among all peoples in all the world. 


And whatever may be the feelings of 
others toward us, our feelings are 
nothing but kindness and merey and 
balvation to the human family. 

We are here to carry out the word 
and will and désignsof God. We are 
here to help to build up His kingdom, 
to coinbat error, to advance principles 
of truth, to establish Zion, and to 
Spoken y all the holy prophets 
e the world was. And in our 
: ngs, in our administrations, in 
bur selecting missionaries to go forth 
to the nations of the’ earth to pro- 
laim the unsearchable riches of 
‘Christ, and in all the relations that 
we may have to do with, in our as- 


-pembling er, we ask for the 
— * Spirit of God to 
with us. And I say to Israel, God 


bless you and lead you in the paths of 
lite, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Apostle Wilford Woodruff reitera- 
ted the previous speaker’s sentiment 
of gratitude to God, for the privilege 
of meeting with so many of the Saints 
and those bearing the holy priesthood 
in this the last dispensation. He 
could not but marvel when he medi- 
tated over the way in which the 
Saints had been! protected and blessed 
from the beginning. Alluded to the 
example of the three Hebrews thrown 
into the fiery furnace for refusing. to 
image, an their passing throug 
the fiery ordeal ——. also to 
Daniel's cruel treatment and subse- 
quent preservation. He never knew 
u man who gained anything by try- 
ing to shirk the duties which God ex- 
pected of him. Instanced Jonah’s 
experience. Although the Savior and 
his apostles were called upon to seal 
their testimony with their blood, they 
could not afford to turn away from 
the truth or shirk its responsibilities. 
Joseph and H 
faithful unto death, and they could 
afford to die for, but not to desert the 
‘truth. It is for all the Latter-da 


e promises that God has made jn 
respect to this age and dispensation: 
The revelations we have received in 
this day are from God, just as muc 
as any that were ever given to man 
from the heavens, and just as | 
as ancient revelations have been ful- 
filled to the letter, so true is it that 
not one jot or tittle of modern revela- 
tion will fall unfulfilled. God is over 
us and we need not fear. He will 
break every weapon formed again 
us, and though we have met witl 
persecution in a measure, and even 
now the hands of the wicked are 
stretched out nst us, God will 
deliver us from all ourenemies. Why 
are we persecuted? It is said we 
believe in the principle of plural 
marriage. This is merely a pretext. 


If we compromised that principle we 
prophets, 


should have to renounce 


um Smith were also 


1 


| 
| 
i Saints to cherish the memory of suc 
| noble examples, and to remember that 
they can afford to carry out the pur- 
poses of God even though death 
, should ensue. But no mah can afford 
| to compromise with error or forsake 
the Gospel of God. If we are faith- 
: ful, we will see the fulfillment of all 
| 
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apostles, bishops, laws and ordinances, 
and even aur God. This we cannot 
afford to de. God will sustain us, 
He controls man, and he will watch 
over us henceforth and for ever. We 
need not fear man, nor renounce one 
rinciple of our religion for his sake. 
ut fear God and keep his command- 
ments, and we shall inherit eternal 
life in his celestial kingdom. ) 
Apostle renzo Snow said we 
could well afford to entertain good- 
will and peace toward all mankind. 
It is for this that we have been called 
to the position we hold, and this is 
our mission upon the earth. Jesus 
came to earth to curry out his Father's 
will and to do the work of his Father. 
He, in turn, gave the same mission to 
his apostles. He 2 his Father, 
and he told his disciples they must 
do likewise. He told them they 
should be hated of all men for his 
sake. All that we receive of good 
comes from God, and no man can 
understand the ways of God but by 
the Spirit of God, Before the founda- 
tion of the world a system of commu- 
nication between God and man was 
established, and in no other way can 
communication be received from him. 
The Jews: could not, with all their 
understanding, know that Jesus, the 
Son of God, was.in their midst. Jesus 
said then, “This is eternal life to 
know the true and livin God, and 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent.” On 
one occasion, when Peter had an- 
swered him that he was “Christ, the 
Son of the living God,” Jesus said : 
“Blessed art thou Simon bar-Jonah 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
this unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven; and he also said, “Upon 
this rock (of revelation) I will build 
my Cnurch, and the gates of heil shall 


not vai inst it.” It is to be 
hoped all the Saints to-day are built 
upon this rock. It was the principle 


in ancient days, and it is the * 
to-day, upon which the Church is 
founded the principle of revelation 
from God. Through this came ail 
our knowledge and intelligence con- 
cerning the things of and we 
receive through it the comforts of the 
Spirit which enable us to suffer per- 
secution gladly, looking forward to 
‘our eternal exaltation, and ready to 
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uffer and sacrifice all things for the 

co of the kingdam of God. 
doing the works of God, we glorify 
God, even as Jesus did, and we know 
that if we do these works, we shall 
be rewarded by being raised to his 

resence and made sharers of his glory. 
We must be united and act as a unit 
in building pp God’s kingdom. If we 
refuse to do the works which will 
make us one, God will find some 
means to compel us to become one, 
for except we are one we are not hi 
In Missouri the Saints failed to con- 
secrate all their property to the build- 
ing up of God’s kingdom, and they 
afterwards had to give it all up. to 
the mob. Let us ** this will not 
be the case again; but let us keep 
God's commandments and seek to 
glorify him in all our acts. 

Apostle F. D. Richards felt thank- 
ful for the peace in which we had 
been permitted to meet together ; 
that.the Gespel had been revealed to . 
man in this day, and that so many 
had believed it. e have reason 
to be grateful; while pestilence, war 
and famipe accompany the human 
family in other nations, here we have 
health, 2 and plenty. Yet we are 
sometinies prone to think we are 
hardly dealt with, and often we bor- 
row trouble. Now God has promised 
to help us in real trouble, but He has 
never said He would help us to bear 
up under “ borrowed trouble.” We 
should trust in God. He will be ever 
near to guide, console and advise his 
faithful people. It belongs to us to 
keep the covenants we have made 
with the Lord and with each other, 
and the Lord has said it is his busi- 
ness to take care of his Saint The 
hand of God has been over us from 
the beginning, and ever since our 
glorious retreat into these mountait 
we have prevailed. God has said, “ 
the Lord will forgive whom I will 
forgive, but it is for you Map Saints) 
to forgive all men.“ We must rp- 
member this and put it into practice 
in thought and action. Do we reali 
that we once lived in the spirit world 
and had the picture of 

ced before us, and that we have 
bean permitted to come here because 
we were faithful in a -existent 


this wor 


state? We came here first as our 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ngs, and by adopting rinciples 
of ascend 
to our eternal exaltation. This is 
which man can be 
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the only way b 
ted. And although we ure perse- 
cuted for preaching these princip 
we cannot afford to relinquish them. 
But no member of the Church who 
has the spirit of his calling upon him, 
wishes anything but good to the hu- 
man race. It is our constant — 
that the world may receive the Gospel 
and partake with us in its blessings. 
The choir sang the anthem, 
Sing to the Lord in joyful strains. 
Benediction by President George 
Q. Cannon. 
2 p. m. 
The choir sang, 
Mortals aw let ls 
And chant 
Prayer by Elder Erastus Snow. 
The choir sang, | 
O Lord of Hosts, we now invoke 
Thy Spirit most divine. 
Elder Orson Pratt who has been 
prostrated by sickness fur many weeks 
past, had so far recovered and gained 
sufficient strength as to be brought 
to the Conference, and took a seat 
with the apostles. 
President John Taylor said owing 
to the magnitude of this immense 
audience, it was very desirable for as 
much silence to be maintained as 
possible, he therefore called on the 
cons to keep children from walk- 
ing about, and to preserve as good 
order as the 
congregation t able to hear 
the remarks of the speakers 
President George Q. Cannon ad- 
dressed the assembly. Expressed his 
pleasure at meeting with the Saints 
in Conference, and invoked the Spirit 
of the Lord to his aid while speaking. 
He had been absent in Washington 
for 15 or 16 weeks, enjoyed excellent 
health and had never felt better under 
similar circumstances. There 
‘been considerable said about the 
‘Saints of late in the Capital, but he 
bad not been disturbed in his feelings 
fora second. There is an excitement 
_in the warfare we are engaged in ; the 
‘consciousness that we are on the win- 


phecies. They could only see 
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ning side, and that:victory will even-- 
tually perch on our 
the experience pleasurable. With the 
activity which prevails at home among 
the Saints, with the labors of the 
Home Missionari Improvement 


les, | Associations, Relief Societies, Sunday 


schools, etc., and the sending of mis- 
sionaries abroad to disséminate the 
rinciples of truth together with the 
ilding of — 15 and other wor 
it is no wonder that ition sh 
be fierce and that there should be a 
great deal of talk and agitation about 
the “ Mormons.” We have been taught 
from the beginning that these thin 
were to be. Year after year, as th 
work develops and the pu of 
God unfold, do we see the striking ful- 
filment of the prophecies concerning 
us. Joseph Smith, a prophet of the 
— 9 God, heralded as and as 
evil t roughout the world, is gradually 
being lifted up, and through this the 
name of God is being glorified. Many 
of the Prophet’s predictions of 50 years. 
ago, and up to the time of his death, 
have been fulfilled, and he has been 
a to be a prophet. Not the 
ints alone, but the inhabitants of 
the earth at large; they are doing in 
all their power to establish his claim 
as an inspired servant of God. How 
marvellous are the purposes and works 
of God ! Using men, nations, govern- 
ments, as seemeth Him good to effect 
His wonderful purposes! Those who 
have been brought up in this Church 
who can remember the dark and bitter 
past, know how little they once could 
see the accomplishment of these pro- 
em 
with the eye of faith. But the years 
that have ensued have brought to pass 
the things that seemed so unlikely to be. 
fulfilled. When the work was in em- 
bryo, it excited hatred and called forth 
attention. A young and illiterate man 
testified that he had seen an angel 
from heaven, and that the old a 
its gifts and the everlasting priesth 
were to be restored, and the Church 


had of God established upon the earth. 


It aroused a fever of excitement. Men 
were stirred upon to persecute him, 
began to tell lies about him, and to 
blast his reputation. His family aud 
himself were calumniated. v 


| —ͤ 
10 
14 
| 
14 
if 
’ 
* 
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into evil, and charges were spread 
abroad respecting him which had not 
the least color or semblance of truth. 
Fifty years ago the Church was orga- 
nized with but six members. It would 
seem 80 a number of 
men might permi to pass un- 
noticed. But not so. It was heralded 
far and near that Joseph Smith had 
organized a Chureh, and everyting 
was done to crush him. False charges 
were hearalded by the press and pul- 
pit, and ＋ ort made to slander 
and destroy this youth and his asso- 
ciates. At the same time it was said 
that “ Mormonism” was a delusion 
and would soon burst and — 1 
But it did not. The elders went forth 
2 purse or scrip, preaching by 
e Spirit and power of God, in the 
tface of all the slanders circulated con- 
«cerning them and the work continued 
to grow and spread. They went into 
Canada, crossed the ocean and sowed 
the seed of truth on foreign shores, it 
went from land to land until almost 
every nation heard the Gospel sound. 
The elders were persecuted, but they 
cared not, but continued to preach, 
for they knew that they had it to dp. 
At home persecutions 1 1 
‘as the work increased. The Saints 
‘were charged with every crime of pro- 
fessing to receive revelations from 
God, and to enjoy the Spirit of God 
and the gifts of Christ's ancient Gos- 
In Missouri, Gov. Boggs issued 
an exterminating order, and the Saints 
were driven out of the State, for death 
‘and apostacy were the only alterna- 
tives. In the midst of all this, Joseph 
Smith predicted that the Saints would 
become a great and mighty people, and 
throughout the persecutions they 
clung to these promises. They knew 
they were to be hated by all men for 
the sake of their religion, even as the 
ancient Saints were, but they had faith 
to endure through all and to-day the 
oan see the fulfilment of their prophet’s 
Hated and despised as 
has been, the only result is that his 
2 have actually established 
claim as a prophet of God. The 
Latter-day Saints know this to-day 
and they know many other things yet 
remaining in the womb of time t 
are to be fulfilled. destiny is 
written in heaven, enrolled in the ar- 
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chives of eternity. God has spoken it 
and not one jot or tittle shall pass un- 
fulfilled While we are waiting for, 
it on earth, myriads of angels and 
spirits of the unembodied and disem- 
ied, are waiting and watching it. 
with eagerness from the heavena. It 
is the work which has been E 
by the prophets of ancient days, the 
golden age foretold by the poets in 
their gorgeous picturings of futurity. 
But the people who are doing it, are 
accused of every crime and misde- 
meanor, and every effort is molt matte 
to blacken their reputation. Why is 
this? The Saints know why. The 
same agencies that were at work anci- 
ently—that ruined the reputation of 
Christ, that crucified Him, that mur- 
dered his apostles and the prom 
and did not stop until the Church o 
God had been taken from the earth, 
is at work now against the Latter-day 
Saints. It is marvelous that the world 
cannot see this. Here is a small hand- 
ful of people, driven from their homes 
into an untrodden wilderness, pe 
carrying in their hearts a love of 
liberty, of their country, its laws, and 
the principles of freedom ; and instead 
of seeking alliance with Mexico, whose 
territory they occupied, or with Great 
Britain, their neighbor on the nort 
or with any other power, they ask 
to be admitted as a State into the 
Union. Did they not show by this 
their patriotism and their love of 


‘liberty? And by their virtue, truth, 


temperance, kindness and hospitality 
which they have shown from the be- 

inning, have they not manifested a 

esire to serve God and love their 
fellowmen? Why is all this outcry. 
and spirit of persecution raised against 
us. Because it is to be. The warfare 
must goon God on one side and Satan 
on the other. Satan has been at work 
since the beginning to gain the victory, 
and it would almost seem sometimes 
that he has been ‘successful. But 
eventually the victory is with God and 
his people. It is the destiny of the 
Saints to uphold the principles of 
liberty, of right, and to sustain the 
constitutional government. We are 


the nucleus of a nation upon which 
this duty will yet devolve. We are 
now pleadin 
are being m 


for them, while efforts 
to rob us of our rights. 


f„— 
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We want the liberty to serve God, and 
we wish all people to have the same 
liberty. Liberty of conscience, liberty 
of thought, speech and action, solongas 
it does not infringe upon anyone’s 
ts, is our motto and our 9 
ire. This is Gospel; the pel 
of humanity ; and it is as good a Gos- 
pel as coul be preached. The speaker 
closed with a fervent prayer for the 
good of Israel. nia 
The choir sang the anthem, | 
‘How beautiful upon the mountains. 
Benediction by Apostle Brigham 
Young. 


SECOND DAx. 
Monday, 10 a.m. 
Conference convened as per ad- 
jourment. 
The choir sang, 
Praise ye the Lord, ’tis good to raise, 
Your and voices in his praise. 


Prayer by President Wilford Wood- 


ru 

The choir sang, 

May we who know the 1 soun 

Still practice what we 

Elder Joseph F. Smith spoke of 
the multitude of the youth of Zion 
that are growing up in our midst ; 
said it was nothing but reasonable to 
expect that they would be better 
— — to carry on the great work of 

, and accomplish a more staunch 

and vigorous labor, than their fathers 
have done, on account of their being 
free from the many false traditions 
that have been handed down from 
generations past. It is astonishing to 
think of the great number from the 
—.— to the present, who have 
embraced the Gospel and then have 
fallen away. Even of the first Twelve 
Apostles who had been ordained to 
that high and holy calling nearly one- 
half had apostatized from the faith 
within two or three years of their 
ordination. The trials and tempta- 
tions to which they were exposed 
were more than they were able to en- 
dure, and therefore they fell by the 
way and turned from the truth. So 
with many of the members of the 
Church who embraced the faith, and 
were then overcome by the allure- 
ments of the world and the influence 


of the Evil One. After 8 ing at 
length on the apostasy that Ted taken 


‘| that have 
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lace from the ranks of the priest- 
hood and from the members of the 
Church, he said he believed that i 
the future there ‘would be far less 
apostasy than in the past. It had 
grown less as the ranks of the Quo- 
rum of the Twelve had been filled up 
from time to time. And as the 
Church progressed, the Saints would 
become more and more firm and faith- 
ful. Notwithstanding the numbers 
from this 
Church, there are a greater number. of 
good, fuithful Saints at the present’ 
time than there ever was before. The 
facilities now in our midst for the 
instruction of our youth, and the good 
influence of their faithful parents by 
example and precepts, would tend to 
preserve them in the path of righte- 
ousness and truth. He strongly de- 
nounced the practice of some parents. 
who send their children to be taught 
by those whose mission here was to 
draw away our youth from the faith 
of the Gospel, and set them in dire 
opposition to the work of God. It 
was not the principle of polygamy 
that those who are fighting against. 
this work were so much opposed to, 
that was only used as a pretext for 
their hatred and enmity to the work 
of God. Those who make the loudest. 
clamor against us on account of poly, 
gamy, are the more deeply steeped in’ 
the vilest practices of the age, and 
inst which the curse and dis- 
pleasure of God are arrayed. He re- 
peated it was not polygamy that the 
world are opposed to, but simply the 
organization of the priesthood, as was 
recently remarked by a visitor to. 
President Taylor. It is the power of 
God that they are opposed to. It is 
the grand principle of revelation that’ 
God has established in these days. If 
they could break the link between’ 
the heavens and the earth that had, 
been severed so long, and which the 
Lord had restored, they would care: 
nothing for our polygamy. “Phe 
— showed the iniquity of modern 
ristendom with its secret sins, and. 
the purity of celestial marriage as. 
revealed from’ heaven, and cited the 
former as evidence that the pretencs: 
that the reason for opposition to the“ 
latter was because it was licentious, 
was the rankest hypocrisy. He then’ 


— — 
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made a powerful appeal to parents 
not to —— their children under the 
care of those whose object was to lead 
them away from the faith of their 
fathers and mothers, and denounced 
the sin of such a course, the result of 
which would be seen in 


ti d 
eternity, and sink the guilty bo alleme : 
t 


and punishment, which they would 
receive instead of the exaltation they 
expected, for God had made us re- 
sponsible for our children until they 
reached the years of accountability. 
President John Taylor: With re- 
to the principles that have been 
advanced here this morning, they are 
things that demand our most serious 
consideration. We, as Lutter-day 
Saints, profess to have come aut of 
the world, gathered together to the 
land of Zion fcr the purpose of fulfill- 
ing the word, the will and the law of 
od. We are living in an eventful 
age, at a time when God has decreed 
to havea controversy with the nations, 
wherein he has determined to gather 


his people 
has a8 manifest to them his will, 
his law, his Gospel, as it existed in 
other ages when God revealed himself 
to the human family. And living as 
we are in this day and age of the 
world, having been gathered into the 
fold of God, having received the holy 
priesthood, and being placed in com- 
munication with the Lord, it be- 
hooves us as Saints to study and pon- 
der well the path of our feet, to com- 
prehend the position we occupy and 
our relationship to God, to each other, 
to our families, to the Church and the 
kingdom of God and to the world, that 
we may act wisely, intelligently, and 
understandingly, and that in all of our 
doings we may be under the guidance 
and influence of the Spirit of the 
living God, that we may walk in the 
paths of life and under the guidance 
and direction of the Almighty, car- 
rying out the great and sacred prin- 
ciples he has committed to our care, 
hen men do this they will not 
apustatize as has been referred to ; 
when men fear God. and humble them- 
selves before him and place themselves 
under His influence and e and 
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
of God, they will not apostatize; but 
when men, under the cloak of the 


together, and wherein he read 


27%: 


Gospel, introduce pernicious practices 
and permit themselves to be governed 
by wrong influences, then they place 
themselves in a position to be led ca 
tive by the devil at his own wi 


Hence the necessity of the Saints 


being humble and prayerful and: dili 
gent in the performance of the 
uties, and in seeking to magnify their 
callings and to honor their God. 


Especially are those duties more in- 
cumbent upon men in authority than 


upon others, and so far from men 
being puffed up in pride or with any 
ostentatious feelings because of any 
position they may occupy in the 
Church and kingdom of God, all that 
a good man will seek to do will be to 
know the mind of his heavenly Father 
and to do it, and to seek to prove him 
self worthy to be accepted of God and” 
the holy angels, and be esteemed by 


all good, and honorable and upright , 
have a reason given us 
ere 


— of Doctrine and Cove- 
I will* 


It: 
“ Behold there are many called, but 
few are chosen. And why are they 
not chosen? (here is the reason) Be- 
cause their hearts are set so much 
upon the things of this world, and 
aspire to the honors of men, that they 
do not learn this one lessun—That the, 
rights of the priesthood are insepar- . 
ably connected with the powers of 
heaven, and that the powers of heaven 
cannot be controlled nor handled only 
upon the principles of righteousness, 

at they may be conferred upon us it 
is true; but when we undertake to 
cover our sins, or to gratify our pride, 
or: vain ambition, or to exercise con- 
trol, or dominion, or compulsion, upon 
the souls of the children of men, in 
any degree of unrightcousness, behold 
the heavens will withdraw themselves; 
the spirit of the Lord is grieved ; and 


nants) why men apostatize. 


‘when it is withdrawn, amen to the 


priesth or the authority of that 
mar. Behold! ere he is aware, he is 

left unto himself, to kick against the” 
pricks ; to persecute the Saints and to 
tight against God. We have learned 
by sad experience, that itis the nature + 
and disposition vf nearly all men, as 
soon as they get a little authority, as 
they suppose, they will immediately pe. 
gin to exercise unrighteons dominion.” - 


[CCNTINUED ON PAGE 283.] 
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MONDAY, MAY 2, 1881. 


THE. DEPARTED FAITH. 

It is a notable fact that notwithstanding the “much speaking” indulged in 
by the “Christian” world on the subject of faith, there is scarcely any of that 
“faith which was once delivered to the Saints,” discernible among them. 
Besides the painful absence of the power which accompanied the ancient 
church through faith, as shown forth in healings, tongues, prophecyings, and 
the administrations of the Holy Spirit in its multiplied forms and opera- 
tions, we find the churches professing Christianity are to-day entirely opposed 
to such manifestations. Not only do they fail themselves to' seek and obtain 
these standard evidences of the truth, that the Church may be edified thereby, 
but they go so far as to repudiate them altogether, even when testified of by 
others, denying that such blessings can now be enjoyed by man. And the 
individual who comes before the public, and proclaims his belief in the pre- 
sent existence of such gifts, is at once regarded by the religious world as 
deluded ; and if he state that he is in possession of zome of them himself, he 
is almost universally denounced as an impostor and a knave, It is next to 

mpossible in this “enlightened” age, to introduce a prophet or an apostle, or 
even refer to them, without meeting with a sneer of contempt or a smile of 
derision. The person who converses upon the outpourings of the Holy Spirit, 
the visitation of angels, the witnessing of spiritual gifts, and the manifesta- 
tions of God’s power and providences in his own experience, or that of the 
Church to which he belongs, is at once set down by the Bible-loving, Christ- 
professing religionists of the day as a fanatic. And when asked why such an 
opinion should be formed of those who possess these gifts now, while we im- 
plicitly believe in the power of the prophets, apostles, and saints of old, such 
people at once get angry, call it presumptuous, denounce such things as either 
“done away” or as emanating “from the devil,” and regard the advocates 
and followers of such a creed as “ unchristian,” and in many instances, espe- 
cially if they are preachers, use their influence in various ways to silence the 
inspired servants of God in their ministry. If this opposition were met with 
among the heathen nations, or among the Jews who have never believed in 
the Savior, there would be some consistency in their course; but that a 
nation professing Christianity, having an established church based on a belief 
in the Savior’s teachings and promises, and using the New Testament in 
their public services, should repudiate the very manifestations for which 
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Ghrist’s Church was so noted, is one of the glaring inconsistencies of the 
“last days,” when the Apostle Paul tells us “they shall have a form of 
godliness, but deny the power thereof,” 

How are we to account for this condition of the religious mind? We can 
form no other conclusion than the one so often reiterated,—they have aposta- 
tired from the primitive Church, they have ceased to exercise and cultivate 
“the faith once delivered to the Saints,” and it has departed ; in its absence 
they walk in darkness and comprehend not the light of God’s truth. Many 
are even afraid to call upon the Lord for that light by which they may know 
truth from error. But they prefer to disbelieve our testimony, to oppose, to 
revile, to slander and misrepresent us, and in other ways “ fight against God,” 
rather than to humble themselves before the Lord, and seek Him who is the 
Fountain of all wisdom, and the Author of all truth. 

The Latter-day Saints, although denounced as unchristian, stand alone to- 
day in maintaining the faith of the ancient Church. They testify of God’s 
goodness in our day. And speaking as a body, we know that He lives, for 
some have seen Him. Angels have visited us and ministered unto many. 
The Holy Ghost has come upon us and we have felt its sweet influence, and 
noted its powerful operations. The gifts are enjoyed in our midst. Com- 
munication is restored between the Heavens and the earth, and man need no 
Jonger walk in the darkness of tradition, nor wander in the labyrinth of mis- 
taken creeds. The faith of the ancients dwells in our hearts, we trust the 
God of Israel, and we know He will bring us through triumphant! We call 
upon all men everywhere to repent, and partake with us of these heavenly 
blessings, for the promise is to all who obey the Heavenly message. And we 
say to the “Christian” world, in all meekness and in all sincerity,—be con- 
sistent, be candid with yourselves, be humble before God. Read the Scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of these things.” For the day cometh when, even among the Saints 
themselves, none but those who have the faith of the ancients can stand. It 
will then be useless to trust to the faith of others long since departed from 
Hur midst, but each must have faith for himself, and must exercise it in all 
righteousness, that he may be preserved when the wicked shall fear, and the 
unbelieving be cut off from the presence of the Lord forever ! 


Irxus ON PrigstHOop.—We have received a copy of an excellent pam- 
phlet with the foregoing title, presented to the Latter-day Saints by Presi- 
dent John Taylor. It is a collation of the principal passages in the Bible and 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants on the subject of the Aaronic or Levitical 
priesthood, and also touches on the authority of the Melchisedec. Besides 
being an authorized epitome of Scriptural passages and modern revelations 
on this important subject, it is valuable as a work of reference, containing as 
it does much historical data on the ministry of Moses and n, and the 
government of God’s chosen people before the days of Christ. The views 
therein contained were submitted to the Council of the Twelve Apostles, and 
Teceived their sanction ; and were also unanimously accepted by a large body 
of the priesthood assembled at a meeting during the Semi-Annual Con- 
ference held in Salt Lake City, October 9, 1880. We feel certain that 
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“Ttems on Priésthood” will afford great plensure to all the gain who may 
be privileged to read it, besides presenting to the minds of the officers of the 
lesser priesthood their correct position in the Church of Jesus Christ. ie 


ARRIVED. The S. S. Wyoming, with the first company of Saints, me 
at New York on Tuesday, Mas 26th, at 2 pm. Ss 7 


Norwicu ConrereNcr.—A conference will be held on May 102 
1881, at the Latter-day Saints’ Church, Chapel Street, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
Meetings will commence at 10.30 a.m., and at 2.30 and 6.30 p.m. 
President Carrington is expected 10 be present. 


RELEASES. — The followilig named Elders are released to return home 
the May 2ist company: Joseph R. Mathews, President of, and Enoch Lewis 
and David R. Davis, Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference ; Henry 
Margetts, President of the Sheffield Conference; John M. Moody, jun., Tra 
veling Elder in the Norwich Conference ; A. M. Buchanan, Traveling Elder 
in the Dundee Conference; W. C. McGregor, Traveling Elder in the Glasgow 
Conference; and James Burningham, President of the Southampton Con“ 
ference. When Pres. Burningham leaves for home, the Southampton Con! 
ference will be discontinued, and its Branches and Traveling Elders added td 
the London Conference, in accordance with instructions written to . 
Burningham, which he is to carry out in conjunction with Pres. Roskelley. 


ApPoINnTMENTS.— John Evans, Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference, is 


appointed to succeed Joseph R. Mathews in the Presidency of that Con- 


ference ; William Cooper, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference, is 


appointed to succeed Henry Margetts in the Presidency of that Conference > 


Joseph S. Tingey, Traveling Elder in tho Newcastle Conference, is appointed 
Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference; and W. S. Harris, Traveling 
Elder in the Bristol Conference, is appointed Traveling Elder in the Sheffield 


Conference; Elders Tingey and Harris are expected to go to their new Bela 
at their earliest convenience. 


ABSTRACT OF — 


We have had the privilege of perusing a letter from brother Seth 1 
Langton, one of the elders laboring in Virginia, U.S., in which an interesting 
experience is given. He says “ we preached in a strange neighborhood where 
they had never before seen or heard a Mormon.’ We made our first appoint- 
ment at a free church, but a Methodist minister who had an appointment 
about six miles from there, neglected his own meeting to come and prevent 
us from preaching. He said he would keep us out by the help of the Lo 
and if he could’nt do it, ‘the neighborhood would help him.“ According 
he preached and we listened to him. He warned the people to be ens A 
who they went to hear, as they might be ‘led away by some delusion,’ if they, 
were not very careful.“ After he closed. I arose on the steps outside, an 
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asked if there was any objection to our speaking there and then, to which the 
preacher replied, ‘this is a ‘Christian’ church, and this is a Christian’ people, 
and I expect to hold the church by law, for we don’t want any but Christians 
to preach in it.’ I thanked him, and then asked all who would stop and hear 
us preach from ‘a log- pile that stood near, to raise their right hands. Nearly 
every hand was raised, ahd the clerical gentleman went off perfectly shocked, 
at seeing those who he had hoasted would back him in his violent measures, 
befriend the objecis of his pious wrath. We have held several meetings in 
the neighborhood, and the people seemed much pleased. I think by the way 
the wolves how!’ there must be some sheep there.” 

By letter from Elder Wm. Wood, dated at Lowestoft, on April 25, 1881, we’ 
learn that he has returned to his field of labor. Concerning his visit to Lon- 
don, he says, “ I can say my labors among my relatives have resulted in good, 
as I had the pleasure of baptizing one young lady on the 17th, as well as 
leaving a good feeling among my brothers and sisters towards us as a people. 
So much is this the case that the elders have liberty to call at any time. 
Although in years past they were prejudiced against the Saints, lately, through 
hearing the truth concerning them, their feelings have entirely changed. I 
feel perfectly satisfied that I have borne a faithful testimony to them. and 
however it may result they are left without excuse. I found brother Grant 
well and busy. He has appointed me to watch over the interests of the work 
here, so I will have something to do while my ankle has an opportunity to 
completely recover. It is now fourteen weeks since the accident occurred 
which threw me among my relatives, with the results stated. I have quite a 
number of tracts from brother Grant, and with the blessing of God I intend 
to give Lowestoft a thorough warning.“ 


— 


FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 779.] 


Hear it you Elders of Israel, you 
Presidents of Stakes, you Bishops and 
you men in authority, and you Elders 
everywhere! This 1s the reason why 
men have departed from the truth and 
have apostatized. | 


“Hence many are called but few 
are chosen. No power or influence 
can or ought to be maintained by 
virtue of the priesthood, only by per- 
suasion, by long suffering, by gentle- 
ness and meekness, and by love un- 
feigned i Py kindness and pure know- 
ledge, which shall greatly enlarge the 


soul without hypocrisy and without 
guile.” 


This is the reason why so man 
have stumbled, and I will say still 
further that unless the elders of Israel 


realize their position, whether they 
be presidents of stakes, or whether 
they be the Twelve, or the First Pre- 
sidency, or whether they be Bisho 
or whether they hold any office 
authority in the Church and kingdom 
of God no matter what position the 
may occupy, if they go to work to seek 
to aggrandise themselves at the ex- 
pense of the Church and kingdom of 
God, the Spirit of God will be with- 
drawn from them and they will be le 
as others have been left to ki 
against the pricks” and to fight against 
God, and they will find their way to 
rdition instead of to the celestial 
ingdom of God. When we have 
great rights, great intelligence and 
great blessings couferred upon us, the 
more need we have of being watchful 
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and prayerful and diligent in the ob- 
-servance of our duties, and to feel 
that we are the 1 of God 
on the earth, the mouthpieces of 
-Jehovah, to proclaim the will of God 
to men and to act as shepherds in 


Israel, and feel interested in the wel- 


fare of the people and the building up 
Zion of our When we entertain 
feelings of another nature our minds 
become beclouded, we get led astray, 
as others have been led astray in for- 
er ages and other circumstances. 

is is a new thing. We can trace it 
back to eternity, and we can follow it 
also with the times to come. The 
‘Scriptures tell us that the angels who 
kept not their first estate, but rebelled 
against God and violated His law were 
cast out. How many of them! One- 


third of them we are told. Who were God, being our helper, we 


‘they? The children of our Father as 
we are. Were they cast out? Yes, 
we are told they were, and we believe 
it. Why were they cast out? Well, 
I will go a little further on this point 
-and show the reason : 

When the plans of God in rela- 
tion to this earth on which we live 
were presented before the intelli- 
— of beaven, there were many 

ere who thought, as some men fre- 
uss think now, that they knew 

e proper course to pursue better 
than God our Heavenly Father knew; 
and hence we read of Satan present- 
ing himself before the Lord and say- 
ing, “ Father, I, will be thy Son.” 
And what will you do? “TI will re- 
deem every soul of man, that there 
shall not one be lost”—just as people 
are trying to do now-a-days, as Bro- 
ther Joseph F., has been felling 
us, and they would like to redeem 
your children, and redeem you, yes, 
and corrupt you and lead you astray 
for we are told the devil was a liar 
from the beginning ; and he keeps it 
mp pretty well yet. The Lord then 
turned to his well beloved Son and 
seid, “Father, thy will be done.” 

ou have presented before us — 
plans, your ideas and views which are 
calculated to exalt and ennoble man- 
kind; and believing in your intelli- 

nce and in your good motives, and 
in the instruction that comes from 
you, I shall be * 2 to you and 
Jour law. Father, thy will be done, 
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while Satan said that he would go 
and save every soul, und then asked 
the Father to give him his honor. 
That is, in effect, “O Lord, thou art 
all powerful and great and magnani- 
mous, bestow. u me. thy power 
that I then, in name, may bri 
about the destruction of thy people. 
Just as people now want to get in 
many instances the honor of the peo- 
ple and of the Priesthood to bring 
about their own purposes and to 

us down into the path that leads to 
death. What did the Lord do? He 
knew the designs of the enemy and 
the course which he would pursue. 
He wanted to do away with the free 
agency of men—like men do to-day 
in this broad republic, to deprive men 
of their liberty and their rights, 
try to sustain from this time hence- 
forth. [Amen, by the congregation. ] 
And because he sought to take away 
their liberty, their free agency, going 
contrary to the law of God, e was 
cast out, and those also who clung to 
him, even one-third of the angels of 
heaven, before they had their bodies. 

What followed after? There is a 
big field before me and I have not 
time to enter into the question ; but 
I will briefly touch upon a few prin- 
ciples. 

Man came to the earth, and when 
man came, Satan came . You 
know the — in regard to this. 
God gave man a law, and Satan began 
to try to pervert that law; this was 
one of the first things he did. In 

rocees of time there were two mon 

ro—Cain and Abel, and many 
others besides ; but these were repre- 
sentative men. One placed himself 
under the influence of God ; the other. 
under the influences of the devil, and 
he became the father of liars and 
deceivers, and was instructed by the 
enemy of all righteous to introduce 
murder and. bloodshed and confusi 
which we read of as having descen 
from Cain, passing through the differ- 
ent ages, and to many people of this 
age and continent; and it is now 
spreading among the nations of the 
earth in every form of terrorism and 
secret organizations; and murder, 
bloodshed and destruction are in their 
hearts. They hatch cocatrice eggs, 
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and weave the spider’s web ; and those 
that eat of the die; and the eggs 
that are hatched break forth into 


vipers, We see this spirit in the 
earth; and that spirit would like to 
find a footing among us; and nothing 
but our adherence to and His 
laws, our fidelity to truth ont A in- 
tegrity to correct principles, will pre- 
serve us from these infamies that are 
spreading themselves abroad in the 
world. And if we would secure to 
ourselves eternal lives and possess 
thrones and principalities and powers 
in the eternal War Gea is for us to 
obey the Lord our to keep his 
commandments and square our li 

according to the principles that God 
has revealed, be in communion with 
each ether and with the holy priest- 
hood on the earth, with God and the 
holy priesthood in the heave 
we may be oue with the Saints of God, 
one with the apostles and prophets 


and idency, one with the ancient 
apostles and prophets and men of God, 
one with God our heavenly Father 
and with Jesus the Mediator. 

I would like to talk an hour or two 
on this subject if I had the time and 
strength to do it, but the time has 
expired. 


that the 


and unto the Lamb forever. 


rut or teousness, and wa 
over ourselves and our families that 
God has placed within our power and 
under our directiou, and do not let us 
throw them into the hands of the de- 
stroyer as has been referred to, but 
let us cleave to the truth and ho 
our God and God will bless us ani 
sustain us and exalt us in time and 
throughout all the eternities to come. 


And about the plans and contrivances 
ne 


of men, they may rage and i 
vain things, yet has them and us 
in his charge and he will say to all as 
he did to the waters of mighty 
ocean, Hitherto shalt thou come and 
no further, and here shall thy proud 


waves be stayed.” And the principles 


of eternal truth shall roll forward and 
continue to progress, until loud an- 
ms will be proclaimed upon the 
earth, and glory and honor and might 
and majesty and dominion be ascribed 
to that sitteth upon the throne 

Amen, 
The choir sang an anthem : : 


Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. 


Conference adjourned till 2 p. m. 
Benediction by Elder E. Snow. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER FROM NOTTINGHAM CON- 
FERENCE. 


would like — hear of its ee. 
is field; for a considerable —— 
of time, has been considered a healthy 


one, and at t the prospects are, 
I think, as favorable as they héreto- 
fore have been. There are six bran- 


ches in the district, and before long 
I believe it is the. intention of Pres. 

to divide several of them. 
Besides the six branche 
numerous villages in whi 
no Saints, and 
the Gospel. has 


are 
there are 


in some I learn that 
not been preached for 


twenty or thirty years, consequen 

a new generation has grown up, an 
they are not so bound down by pre- 
judice as their fathers, who have 
eard the Gospel reiterated so 

times. Again, in many places I fin 
a kind feeling existing towards the 
Saints (although there may have been 
no Saints in their midst for man 
V because those that emigra 
eft a 2 reputation behind them. 
I have persons — * e, Well, 
there must be something in your re- 
ligion, because Mr. C——, who was a 
‘Mormon, was a man, 
‘tree is known by its fruit. The 


district in which brother John 
Jones has been laboring, 


f ly belonged ering, andi 
ormer 

since his release, added to this ang 
considered a portion of the H 
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Pinxton, April 26, 1881. 
President Albert — 
Dear Brother, — As some time has 
elapsed since’ this district has been | 
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district. Since the 27th of last month | teresting reports from Wurtemberg, 


three have been added to the Huck- 
‘pall brauch, to the Eastwood 
branch, three to the Mansfield branch, 
and one to the South Normanton 
"branch: The Belper branch, which 
has on a stand still for six 
months, is looking up and beginning 
to show signs of life. Three have 
iven in their names for baptism, and 
hoo ere lung, to be able to re 
more additions in this quarter. The 
Eastwood branch has made tho most 
rapid progress, and promises to be 
one of the most flourishing branches 
in the conference. Most of the addi. 
‘tions to this last-named branch ure 
‘from New Brinsley, a small town in 
which there was a branch thirty years 
ago. Great credit is due to the pre- 
sident, George Clifton, who has 
worked and is now working energeti- 
cally for the spread of the Gospel of 
‘Christ. The South Normanton Branch 
is also in a thriving condition; great 
interest is manifested by the people 
and crowded. honses is. the result of 
their interest. Pres. Martin, in con- 
nection with the rest of the priest- 
ood, is laboring assiduously for the 
dissemination of the truth. 
I have been traveling with brother 
Z. P. Terry since the last Nottingham 
Conference, and we, assisted by the 
Saints at times, held several out-door 
meetings. Brother is now in 
Lincolnshire, and brother J. J. Giles 
and myself are traveling together. 
Brother J. I. Robinson, late of the 
Bristol Conference, has been in Mans- 
field a few days, and on Sunday we 
held two meetings, which were well 
attended and a good spirit prevailed. 
May God bless and prosper you in 
all your lubors, I remain, 
Vor brother in the Gospel, 
W. H. Kina. 


REPORT FROM SWITZERLAND. 


Bern, April 25, 1881. 
President A. Carrington: 
Dear Brother, — favor of the 
18th inst., has been thankfully re- 
ceived, and we have been happy to 
learn the departure of our friends with 
Four first company and under so favor- 
‘able circumstances. Since our last 
communication we have received in- 


rt. 


were Elder C. Schramm is labori 
with much success, and luis — 
a goodly of 
telligeut ple. After an 
the 10th three well 
meetings, we organized on the 

following the Stuttgart branch, num- 
vi the church s and sey 

more have expressed. the desire to 
obey. Most of the Saints of that 
branch have been connected with the 
Baptist and Methodist churches, but 
failed to find what they, were looking 
for until they were led to investigate 


t was in Wurtem at a certain 
Mr. Hoffmann. — twenty and 


some years ago the so-called Jeru- 
salemite sect, of which Elder Lorenzo 
Snow made mention in ane of his 
letters from Palestine. The members 
of that sect, after years of preparation, 
emigrated to Palestine, having in view 
to help rebuild Jerusalem and to bring 
to pass the accomplishment of pro- 
phecy. They utterly failed to attain 
their end and the most of them came 
home poor and discouraged. Another 


sect arose of late in that country, which 
ulso believe in a gathering, and lave 
come to the conclusion that the vales 
of Caucasus are the place of refage for 
the lust days. Some of its members 
have tried it to their satisfaction, but 
at the expense of much of their pro- 
rty and at the cost of some lives. 
he idea 12 now to prevail how- 
ever, that the Lord alone knows the 
place and will reveal it in due time. 
Elder Schramm writes in his last 
communication that there is a founda- 
— laid now in The 
religious press is trying to influence 
the minds of the people against us by 
| standerous reports, but they miss their 
aim and increase our members. 
Elder Graehl has baptiZed some few 
honest poeple in Geneva who are faith- 
fully trying to serve God. We held 
sunday before last a well attended 
meeting after which three 
made application for baptism. . 
There are also in Lausanne a few 
persons who are convinced of the truth 
of the doctrine of the restored Gospel 


7 


and will shortly be baptized. _ 
Elder Schneitter has met with little 


i 
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encouragement among his relatives in 
Oberschlesien. Elder Stauffer is at 
present engaged in East Switzerland 
getting acquainted with the Saints 


fore the departure of [Elders Hepp- | 


ler and Oberhansli who with Elder 
Bryner and I, expect to go home with 
the 2lst of May company. Elder 
Bryners health is better and we think 
with him that it is the best he can do 
to go home, as this climate is not con- 
genial to his health. Elder J., Alder 
is becoming well posted on the Mission 
affairs and will be able, with the effi- 
cient aid of Elder Cannon, to take 
charge of the publication of the Stern. 
I can say that I leave the interest of 
this Mission in their hands with 


conviction that the change will be for 
the. best, and that the choicest blessin 
of heaven will attend their labors in 
these lands. 
‘I feel very thankful to God for his 
2 and the many blessings he 
1as bestowed upon his servants en- 
in this Mission, but regret to 
ave been unable to do better to- 
wards the conversion of the inhabi- 
‘tants of these countries, and especi- 
— the people of my dear old father- 
and. 
With kind regards to yourself, and 
brothers Stayner and Martineau, in 
which all here join, 1 remain, 


Your brother in the Gospel. 
S. L. 


— 
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MODESTY. 
| 


Modesty is a virtue. It cannot be 
aasumed, but belongs to thuse who 
ss it as a part of their natures. 

ts value cannot be compared with 
the inferior gifts of beauty and wealth; 
even wisdom itself, the greatest of all 
gifts, fails to elicit just appreciation 
when it is not arrayed in the snuwy 
of modesty. Modest people are 


bes 
ant no matter what their fea- | K 
| power ; 


res may be. 

The ignorant may think the words 
modesty aud bashfulness are of the 
Same meaning, but this is a great mis- 
wake ; Modesty. may ge hand in hand 

h dignity and learning, while bash- 


fulness is caused by ignorance, or is 
the effect of imperfect training. 

Many will agree that a maiden’s 
beauty consists in her modesty, but 
they will pause to reflect, before ac- 
knowledging, that it is quite as ad- 
mirable in a young man. Yet it is 
so. True principles of modesty will 
not prevent young men from acquiri 
er wisdom, influence an 

ut, on the contrary, if at 
attain to all these, their modesty wi 
command for them respect, which will 
make them all the more respected.— 
‘Selected. 


ple are benefited by 


sarcdsm; but oftener driven further in the 


g way. In teaching always be kind and patient, full of love and wisdom. 


+ Dore Ax D BRING. — Although it is a serious question with every one what 
he will do, it is even a more weighty. and important one what he will be. 
What a man is underlies and determines all that he does, and, more * 
his, it decides the character of that large and wide-s read influence whi 

continually emanates from his very presence. And what he is greatly 
ate pends:tipen. what he locks at. No one is able wholly to control the influ- 
ices that shape him—many of them are beyond his reach to withstand— 
t every one may choose Which of them he will encourage, which he will 
eling to, upon which he will lay the emphasis of his life, upon which he will 
alow his thoughts to dwoll. The influence of companionship, for instance, 
is a most potent one. We can never escape it. But we can select for our 
more intimate friends those who command our respect and are worthy of our 


zeanfidence. There are some persons to whom. we instinctively look up, and 
others upon whom we as naturally look down. Those whom we place within 


our constant view we grow to resemble, and so it comes to pass that a man 
is known by the company he keeps.“ 
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